Mobile Homes and Blackberry/iphone cosies

Mobile home

Materials
· Set of 4  2.5 dp needles (short ones are easiest)

· Oddments of sock wool. (4 ply yarn)

Method
· Cast on 32 stitches. Arrange over 3 needles, and knit in the round. Note where each round begins – use a marker (a loop of different thread) to mark the beginning /end point if you need to.

· Work 12 rounds in k2 p2 rib. 
· Now work 12 rounds in k2 p2 rib, but knit into the back of each of the knit stitches. This will make the neck of your mobile home firmer.

· Knit one round in Knit, then increase as follows:

Knit into the front and back of the next stitch (I’ll abbreviate this to KFB from now on)

Knit 14, KFB into each of the next 2 stitches

Knit 14, KFB

36 stitches

Knit one round

KFB, Knit 16, KFB, KFB, Knit 16, KFB

40 stitches

· Knit in rounds until you have 12 cm (4.5 inches) of knitting from the point where the ribbing stopped and plain knitting began.

· Now shape the base:

K2 together  through the back of the loops (which we’ll call K2togTBL from now on)
Knit 16, knit 2 together, K2togTBL, knit 16, Knit 2 together.

Knit one round

K2togTBL, knit 14, Knit 2 together, K2togTBL, knit 14, Knit 2 together.

· Arrange your stitches on 2 needles, with the decreasing at the outer ends of the needles – 16 stitches on each needle. Graft the stitches together using kitchener stitch (or turn the work inside out and cast off the stitches together) Kitchener stitch:

Cut the yarn leaving an 8 to 10 inch tail for sewing up.

Thread the tail into a wool sewing needle.

Hold your two needlesful of stitches with the needles parallel. Make sure the tail of yarn is at the back, on the right hand end. 

Stitch into the front needle purlwise and pull the yarn through. Stitch into the back needle knitwise and pull the yarn through. Draw yarn up closely, but don’t pull it too hard or tight.

Now proceed as follows: 

1. Stitch into the first stitch on the front knitwise. Slip this stitch off the needle.

2. Stitch into the next front stitch purlwise, draw the yarn through, leave the stitch on the needle

3. Stitch into the first stitch on the back needle purlwise. Slip this stitch off the needle

4. Stitch into the next stitch on the back knitwise,  draw the yarn through, leave stitch on the needle

Repeat these last 4 lines of instructions until you have grafted the whole base. Secure the end of yarn neatly on the inside of the work.

· Sew in the end of yarn from the casting on, and there you are – your mobile can move in!

Use the mobile home with the ‘polo neck’ folded down, or leave the neck unfolded, and flap it down over the side of the home, and leave it folded down thus while the phone goes into your bag or pocket.

Blackberry/iphone
Make a cover for an iphone or Blackberry in the same way, but with extra stitches (adjust shapings accordingly). Cast on 40 stitches. Increase to 48 stitches. Knit an extra half inch on the length.

Make your own variations incorporating stripes, cables or Fair Isle bands. I made a jolly ‘fisher gansey’ one with stripes and chevrons of purl stitch texture on the ‘shoulders’.  These little projects make useful presents, and are ideal for table sales and charity fundraisers. They make short work of your oddments of sock wool, which is very satisfying.
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